Generalizability of U.S. Air Force studies: 1990 and 2000 demographic distribution comparison of U.S. active duty Air Force personnel and the U.S. general population.
A cross population comparison of U.S. Air Force active duty personnel data and U.S. general population estimates from 1990 and 2000 was conducted to compare "nonmodifiable" modifiers (sex, age, and race/ethnicity distributions). Two focus areas for the study were a determination of generalizability for Air Force studies using these modifiers and a discussion of limitations on comparisons between the populations. The populations were stratified by sex and then by age and race separately. Overall, the Air Force has a younger population, a higher percentage of men, and a similar rank order for race/ethnicity distributions (except for Hispanic men in 2000). When race was stratified by sex, the Air Force has a higher percentage of black women, which increased from 1990 to 2000. This baseline research should benefit future genetic epidemiologic research in determining susceptibility or disease predisposition in a large population sample that is similar to the U.S. general population.